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By: h a 1 Haddock | Chris Johnson, spokesman for the 
Deseret News staff writer ie County Sie en iy 
Re team train 
| DEERCREEKRESERVOIR— Peer Creek Reservoir. —— 
! When Ogden resident Peggy Wil- “Tt really isa big deal going 
son waded into water up to her underwater to make a rescue or 
_ shoulders to rescue a babyfroma recovery attempt. There are all 
-submerged pickup recently in kinds ofentrapments ” Johnson 
i Orem, she was surprised to find sai y 


A os break the truck's win- “That’s why the divers always 


AOW TN dive in pairs, we monitor the depth 
She ee 7 BOYEN rate and we assign a safety diver 
Denen Wilton ea Juste stand by n enpe ne 

ES beta Iyot; He put the power of his er ar sec: p ee 

 6foot 4inch, 240-pound frame be- ee 1Y, 
hind his swing and smashed the the unexpected is the expected, 

gi ate ee Jo ate 

A E NA Not only are the vers working 

Yi qe Wes hal A et tee mt with poor visibility, especially in 


en rue. AN shallow waters like those of Utah 
- Hecuthishandsreachinginside Take, and in cold temperatures, 


‘Ae and again as he lifted the baby out. they are usually working at night Dr 
cast into the role of water rescuers m ns en Cera 
and always moving as the currents 
pull a submerged vehicle along. 
Sometimes the car or truck sinks 


-rolled into the canal that runs adja- quickly, and other times an air 


vide some extra time for victims 
Ne ho 
WES ; ere’s often a time stress 
- ner, became the rescue team. They although Johnson said the esti- 
e ; . mated time for a good rescue is 
between four and six minutes. 
“Unfortunately, we do more 


jrills help water rescuers, — 
divers swim clear of dangers 


- unstable underwater vehicle. 


pocket will delay it as well as pro- 


recoveries than rescues,” he said. 

Volunteers onthe Searchand _ 
Rescue Team practice deep and 
shallow water rescue and recovery 
at least a half dozen times a year, — 
including ice dives in the winter. 

“It’s so different to actually get 
into the water,” Johnson said. “You 
have the pressure of the water to 
deal with and the movement, and 
it’s easy to get trapped.” 

Diving instructor Dirk Palfrey- 
man said it’s critical to remember 
there are all kinds of traps in an 
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“It’s very, very difficult to get in 


and get out with scuba gear.” Add Utah County search and rescue team members tow 
in lifting a victim onto a stretcher 


board and the problems increase drowning ofthe young man in Pay- own first priority. We have to be.” They don’t dress warmly enough 

exponentially. Whatever the divers son Lake, the family is hysterical Johnson said many people who for the cold water and underesti- 

do, they must place their own and want things rushed. We don’t getinto trouble in the water are mate the dangers. 

safety first. rush,” Johnson said. “It sounds disregarding a couple of important N 
“Sometimes, as in the recent kind of heartless, but we’re our safety considerations. E-MAIL: haddoc@desnews.com 


